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10 YEARS 
OF FUN!

CELEBRATING 
HOW FAR WE 
HAVE COME & 
HOW FAR WE 

WILL GO

This year, our Mississippi Children’s Museum (MCM) will turn 10 
years old, and I almost can’t believe that it’s been a decade since 
we opened our doors. It feels similar to how time travels when 
you’re raising children – the days can be long but the years are 
so very short. 

Although we opened in 2010, the dream of MCM began much 
earlier. In 1994, the idea of the museum was born; and in 2003, the 
Mississippi Children’s Museum became a Signature Project of the 
Junior League of Jackson.

As I think back on years passed and all of the people who have 
played a critically important role in supporting and advocating for 
the mission of MCM, I feel overwhelmed with happiness and 
gratitude. Our loyal members, generous donors, MCM Partners, 
governing board, dedicated staff, and gracious volunteers have 
worked tirelessly to give the children of Mississippi the magical 
place and inventive statewide outreach services they deserve. As 

we look toward the future, MCM is more committed than ever to 
providing Mississippi children with access to quality experiences 
through innovative exhibits, engaging programs, and interactive 
special events. It is undeniable that we would not be able to serve 
the children, families, and educators of our state in such an expansive 
and meaningful way were it not for all of you. 

We have grown up together throughout the course of the museum’s 
life, and I am truly inspired each day by the passion, creativity, 
generosity, and joy each member of our community provides to  
this special place. If the past ten years are any indication as to 
what the next ten will bring, we’re in for another decade of some 
serious fun!

Susan Garrard, Mississippi Children’s Museum President/CEO
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After more than two decades of dreaming and planning, the Mississippi Children’s Museum 

(MCM) opened its doors to an estimated 5,000 visitors on the morning of December 4, 2010. 

The museum vision began as a community project in 1994 and was brought to the Junior 

League of Jackson in 2002. After careful deliberations and consultations with the community, 

the Junior League voted to establish MCM as its newest Signature Project, and the tasks of 

fundraising, research, and building soon began. According to President and CEO of MCM, 

Susan Garrard, the reality of our museum is to the credit of many, amazing community leaders; 

and due to their relentless drive and passion, MCM has turned into one of the most treasured 

and beloved attractions and educational resources not only in our home state of Mississippi, 

but also throughout the Southeastern United States.

At the end of this year, MCM will hit a major milestone – we will officially turn 10 years old. 
For 10 years, MCM has provided a safe, imaginative space for over one million children, 

families, and community members of all backgrounds to play, learn and grow through hands-

on exhibits, daily programming, school field trips, day camps, traveling exhibits, afterschool 
programming, specialized literacy programs, community outreach projects, professional 

development for educators, and so much more. 

As we reach and celebrate MCM’s 10th birthday, we are also anticipating many exciting 

happenings on the horizon for our museum, from creating new, innovative exhibits in Jackson 

to opening a remarkable, new 20,000 square foot satellite museum in Meridian. With the 

support MCM receives from amazing organizations and communities throughout Mississippi 

and beyond, we have truly learned that anything is possible.

“Our museum is fun, but it is also so much more than that,” says Garrard. “For over a decade, 

our mission has been to offer children and families experiences that are unparalleled, 
inspirational, and educational. We have some big, exciting things planned for MCM in the 

coming years, but our mission will always remain the same – to spark a passion for learning 

in all children that visit us.” 

Just as the children who have grown up visiting our museum, we like to think we have done a 

lot of growing up, too. We have big plans for what is coming next, so we hope you will join us 

as we enter into the next decade of life at MCM!

GROWING UP
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COMMUNITY PROJECTS

The goal of the IMLS Community Catalyst grant is to encourage museums 

and libraries to act as centers of learning and catalysts of community 

change, while connecting people with programs, services, collections, 

information, and new ideas in the arts, sciences, and humanities. 

MCM is thrilled to be collaborating with the following 

organizations that have such a significant impact on 
the wellness of our community:

 

•  Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mississippi Foundation

•  Be Undefeated Therapeutic Solutions

•  Children’s of Mississippi

•  Jackson State University Department of Public Health

•  Methodist Children’s Home

•  Mississippi State Department of Health

•  Mississippi Center for Advanced Medicine

•  Significant Developments
•  Sow Reap Feed

•  Stewpot 

•  St. Dominic’s Hospital

•  The Partnership for a Healthy Mississippi

•  University of Mississippi Medical Center

In late 2018, MCM was awarded a Community Catalyst grant from the Institute 

of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) to design a community health program 

for children and their caregivers, which we now call the Wonder of Wellness!

MCM is hosting planning meetings with community and state partners from 

medical, social, and emotional health fields and childhood development 
organizations.  The new program will increase health education for children 

in Jackson and develop a replicable curriculum for other communities throughout 

the state.  

This spring, the plans for Wonder of Wellness will come to life when the group 

conducts a six-week series of educational presentations for children and their 

families in the Jackson community. The central focus of the curriculum is how 

the human brain impacts all aspects of our lives – from how we feel emotionally 

to how we feel physically. Each week’s Wonder of Wellness session will address 

a specific aspect of brain health and overall wellness, such as: nutrition, social 
and emotional health, and healthy activities like gardening! 

“The Wonder of Wellness program is designed to teach children and their 

caregivers about the impact that physical activity, healthy eating, and even 

emotional health can have on their bodies,” shared Monique Ealey, MCM 

Director of Programs and Education. “MCM is working with community partners 

to create a brand-new health program that can be offered to children in 
Jackson and across the state.”

WONDER OF WELLNESS
IMLS Community Catalyst: 

PARTNERSPARTNERS
WONDER OF WELLNESS
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from the

START
GROWING  MISSISSIPPI  R

EAD

ER
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TALK from the START! Growing Mississippi Readers is a partnership 

between The Barksdale Reading Institute (BRI) and the Mississippi 

Children’s Museum. 

Throughout the last decade, BRI and MCM have partnered on 

a number of projects to promote and advance early childhood 

literacy in Mississippi. Our campaign project teams have been 

collaborating and meeting bi-monthly since June 2019, each team 

member bringing to the table a variety of experiences and 

expertise in the fields of education, development, marketing, and 
design that complement the activities and goals of the campaign. 

We believe TALK from the START! is a good example of how two 

well-established, Mississippi-based organizations can join forces 

to maintain the strong momentum Mississippi is achieving relative 

to improved literacy outcomes through a multi-generational 

approach.

TALK FROM THE START!

TA L K  F R O M  T H E  S TA R T !  F O U N D E R S

25%
15% 30%

TALK from the START! Growing Mississippi Readers is a statewide 

campaign seeking to raise public awareness about the importance 

of talking to and with children from birth in order to boost early 

language development and literacy in our youngest Mississippians. 

It may sound simple, but research has proven that simply talking 

to and with children throughout the day gives them a strong 

foundation for early literacy, which can make the difference 
between a good reader and a struggling reader. This is 

remarkable yet little known information, and this campaign is 

looking to change that! 

In a state where 25% of third grade students and between 

15% and 30% of adults struggle to read, the people of Mississippi 

deserve to be aware of this simple yet profound way they can 

potentially impact the trajectory of children’s development, 

education, and lives. Though the literacy crisis we face is 

formidable, Mississippi has made great strides over the last 

decade and the ground is fertile for progress. This campaign’s 

goal is to rally communities around the idea that talking from 

the start can and will have a broad and positive impact for 

generations of Mississippians to come.

The TALK from the START! Campaign and its trusty mascot, 

Rocky the Reader, are planning for an exciting spring of pilot 

events and community outreach. Be on the lookout for an official, 
statewide campaign launch in 2020; and in the meantime, check 

out the campaign’s website at www.talkfromthestart.org and 

follow @talkfromthestart on social media to learn more. 
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PLAY     EAT     LEARN
A Family Learning Series

TAKE A PEEK INSIDE THE MIND OF A CHILD AT THIS FAMILY LEARNING SERIES!

MCM, in partnership with the Junior League of Jackson and  

Center for the Advancement of Youth (CAY) at the University 

of Mississippi Medical Center, is currently in the second year 

of providing a series of community presentations called, Play. 

Eat. Learn. 

The Play. Eat. Learn. series, which also provides dinner at no 

charge and play-time for children and families, is the perfect 

way for parents, caregivers, and educators to take a sneak 

peek inside the minds of their children. While parents attend 

the educational program, children are invited to explore and 

play throughout the museum with supervision provided by 

members of the Junior League of Jackson and MCM staff.  

Each presentation is unique and moderated by local, pediatric 

experts to provide parents and caregivers with information 

regarding a wide range of topics relating to children’s health 

and development. For example, Medical Director of CAY, Dr. 

Susan Buttross, MD, FAAP, moderated a Play. Eat. Learn. 

dinner in the spring of 2019 on children’s sensory needs and 

the importance of play. The following from Dr. Buttross is the 

type of eye-opening information you may learn at a Play. Eat. 

Learn. presentation: “Research shows that children learn best 

from personal interactions and child-led free play. Both are 

critical for healthy brain development. Just five minutes a day 
playing what your child wants to play can encourage exploration, 

creativity, problem-solving, and interactions with others. 

Amazingly, play can also help children become more calm, 

focused, and cooperative – all skills that are valuable both 

inside and outside the classroom!  The Mississippi Children’s 

Museum is a treasure trove of exciting ways to play and learn 

for children, and opportunities abound for interaction with 

others to support their social and emotional development.”

MCM, CAY, the Junior League of Jackson, and St. Andrews 

Episcopal School are gearing up for a fun and informative 

spring series of Play. Eat. Learn. with a group of incredible, 

local field experts. Mark your calendars to hear from the 
following presenters:

On the Move! Motor Skills & Milestones
Jessica K. Smith, OT
Tuesday, February 25 • 5:30 - 7:15 pm

Tricks of the Trade: Top 5 Behavior 
Tips from the Experts
Susan Buttross, MD, David Elkin, PhD
Tuesday, April 28 • 5:30 - 7:15 pm

At MCM, we believe literacy is fundamental to a child’s educational development. Because of 

this, improving childhood literacy has been one of the cornerstones of our educational mission 

and the goal behind one of our longest running and most successful programs, Planting the Seeds 

to Read — MCM’s family literacy program.

The Planting the Seeds to Read program runs from 5:15 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. every Thursday for 

seven weeks. Each week, families are served a healthy dinner, take part in a small group storytelling 

session, and children participate in a hands-on literacy activity with museum staff. As part of the 
program, parents also learn about how to help their children be successful in school, how to save 

for college, and resources available to them through their school district and the Jackson area.

Due to the immeasurable success of the program and amazing donor support, MCM is adding 

five additional sessions this spring! These sessions will also include a healthy meal, as well as 
reading and financial literacy activities for children and caregivers that can be catered to the 
ongoing needs of the participating families. This continuation of the project will allow MCM to 

track student progress and academic growth throughout the course of the full school year. 

Connecting families to community resources that will enable them to thrive in both academic and 

non-academic settings is and will continue to be a leading priority in MCM’s overarching mission.

PLANTING THE SEEDS TO READ – SPRING SESSIONS
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MCM’s StatewideMCM’s Statewide

Economic EffectEconomic Effect

Jackson

Meridian

For a special glimpse into the impact that we continue to make across the state, scan this code with 
your smartphone camera and you will be able to view a video that showcases the museum!

Did you know that MCM is responsible for generating a substantial level of economic activity for our 

community and state due to annual spending by the museum and visitors? It’s true!

In 2018, MCM partnered with Dr. Alan Barefield from the Department of Agricultural Economics at 
Mississippi State University to conduct a study helping us understand the true economic effect our 
museum creates in our state. 

Dr. Barefield’s report estimates the economic effect of the museum’s operations and visitor spending 
for its facilities in Jackson and projections for future expansion in Meridian. For the fiscal year 2018, 
the report shows that the total value added from both MCM and MCM-Meridian in the categories of 

expenditures, visitor spending, and capital improvements was over $35,000,000.00. One of the most 

exciting takeaways from the report was realizing how the level of the annual economic activity associated 

with MCM will increase with the construction and operation of our new satellite museum in Meridian!

“This study is a refreshing reminder of how much impact MCM has on our great state – not only the 

intangible benefits realized by the thousands of children who learn and grow with us, but also the 
tangible economic benefits shared throughout the entire community,” said MCM Board Chair, John 
Fletcher. “That impact will grow exponentially as we complete the Meridian facility and continue 

expanding our services and relationships throughout Mississippi.  We are all very proud of MCM, its 

leadership team, and its countless volunteers.”
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$25,000+

Maggi and Lee Lampton
Entergy Mississippi, Inc.
Ergon Foundation, Inc.
Gertrude C. Ford Foundation 
Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation
St. Dominic Health Services, Inc.
The Hearst Foundations, Inc.
Trustmark

$10,000 - $24,999

Paula and Jimmy Hood
Betty and Martin F. Jue 
Frieda and Joe Lauderdale
Ashley and Hu Meena
Atmos Energy
BankPlus
Barksdale Reading Institute
Children’s of Mississippi
Clarion Ledger *
Feild Co-Operative Association, Inc.
Fondren Covered
Fountain Family Foundation
Georgia-Pacific Foundation, Inc.
Institute of Museum and 
 Library Services
Junior League of Jackson
Kroger Delta Marketing Area
Mississippi Baptist Medical Center
Mississippi Development Authority
Monsanto Company
Nissan North America, Inc.
Regions Bank
Sanderson Farms, Inc.
Selby and Richard McRae 
 Foundation
Telos Foundation
The Mapp Family Foundation
Toyota Motor North America, Inc.
VanDevender Family Foundation
Visit Jackson
Wells Fargo Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999

Melanie and Jamey Burrow
Paula and Randy James
Bradley
Butler Snow
Caryll M. and Norman F. Sprague 
 Jr. Foundation
Clark Beverage Group
Eaton Aerospace Group
Fresh Cut Catering & Floral *
International Paper Foundation
Jackson Free Press/Boom Jackson *
Jackson Heart Clinic
Jackson Heart Foundation
Mercedes-Benz/Porsche of Jackson *
Mississippi Arts Commission
Molina Healthcare, Inc.
Planet Fitness
Renasant Bank
Sysco Jackson *
Taste of the South
Wier Boerner Allin Architecture *

$2,500 - $4,999

Paula Kemp
Amber and Russell Morrison
Lucy Caldwell and Thomas 
Osborne Stair
Albriton’s Jewelry *
BKD, LLP
C Spire Foundation
EastGroup Properties
Eat. Drink. Mississippi *
First Commercial Bank
Hederman Brothers *
Jones Walker LLP
Madison County Journal *
Newk’s Express Cafe
Parlours Rentals *

Storagemax Northtown *
The Radio People of Jackson *
The Scout Guide Jackson *
Well-Being Magazine of MS, LLC *

$1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous
Kelly and George Abdo
Elisabeth Black Culbertson
Alicen and E.J. Blanchard
Donna and Clark Bruce
Margaret Cupples
Steve Davis
Ginny DeHart
Mary Preston and John Dubberly
Anne and Mike Dulske
Heather Evans
Lisa and John Fletcher
Susan and John Garrard
Judge James E. Graves and 
 Dr. Bettye Graves
Billie and Al Green
Elizabeth and James Hays
Margaret and Jimmy Hays
Carter and Wilson Hood
Jeannie and Harrison Hood
Olivia and Jerry Host
Tish and Haden Hughes
Janice and Jim Ingram
Janie and Mike Jarvis
Abba and Claude Mapp
Cathy and George May
Lyn and David McMillin
Melissa and Nash Neyland
Holley and Don Noblitt
Amanda and Scott Overby
Sara and Bill Ray
Sarah and Jeff Skelton
Tiffany and B.T. Steadman
Margaret Stent
Jan and Andrew Townes
Amy and DeFord Walker
Libba Wilkes
Jordan and Adams Yerger
Sarah and Russell Young 
Annandale Golf Club *
Balch & Bingham LLP
BancorpSouth
Benchmark Construction
Betsey Mosby Interior Design
Blanchard Group, LLC
Buffalo Peak Outfitters
Children’s Medical Group, P.A.
Community Bank
Coxwell & Associates, PLLC
Duckworth Realty, Inc.
Dunn French Foundation
Gannett Foundation
Harper, Rains, Knight & Company, P.A.
Hope Enterprise Corporation
Horne, LLP
Howard Industries, Inc.
Ingalls Shipbuilding
Jackson-Newell Paper Foundation
Kendall Poole Event Planning
KPMG, LLP
Mac Long Homes
McNeely Plastic Products, Inc.
Mississippi Forestry Association
Mississippi Smiles Denistry
Portable Medical Diagnostics
Portico Jackson *
Raymond James Financial Services
RJ Young
Ross & Yerger Insurance, Inc.
Sam E. and Burnice C. Wittel 
 Foundation
Southern Beverage *
Sunbelt Sealing, Inc.
Surgicare of Jackson
Tabor Law Firm, PA
Taggart, Rimes & Graham, PLLC

Telephone Electronics Corp.
The Clinton Courier *
The Garden Clubs of MS Inc.
The Overby Company

$500 - $999

Beth and John Allgood
Tori Applewhite *
Bimal Aujla
Carole Richardson and Ashley Becker
Amye Bell
Elizabeth and Harold Boone
Jane and Charles Bryan
Holly and Brooks Buchanan
Lindsay and Justin Buford
Amy and Bradley Burns
Bill Bynum
Amberly and Matthew Collins
Cindy and Joe Connolly
Amanda and Mike Covault
Barbara and Jason Craft
Frances and Justin Croft
Lisa and Sean Didion
Oleta Garrett Fitzgerald 
Michelle and Lake Garner
Gretchen and Curtis Gentry
Leigh and Andrew Grady
Eyra and Jeffrey Graves
Beth and Nick Hansen
Jennifer and Peder Johnson
Sarah and Brandon Jones
Farrah and Steve Kennedy
Holly and Alan Lange
Margie and Rick Largent
Sara Jane and Jeff McCrary
Katherine and David McRae
Melanie and Richard Morgan
Betsey and Will Mosby
Allison and Jack Muirhead *
Jere Nash
Pharis and Kent Newman
Marcia and Bill Penn
Kim and Trey Porter
Katherine and Robert Puckett
Mary and Alex Purvis
Donna Reiss 
Lori Sanders
Pavanpreet and Sunny Sethi
Bethany and Lucien Smith
Janet and Charlie Spain
Laura and Tommy Stansell
Susan and Trey Weir
Camille and Keith Young
Adcock & Morrison, PLLC
Blackmon & Blackmon, PLLC
Burke Handling Systems *
Carroll’s Landscape Services
Century Construction & Realty, Inc.
Colony Wine Market *
Embelished Events and 201 Capitol *
Explore LeFleur *
GranthamPoole CPAs
Green Oak Garden Center, LLC *
JP Morgan Chase Foundation
Mississippi Dental Center *
Pirouline
Rankin County Rotary Club
Southern Farm Bureau Life
St. Andrew’s Episcopal School
Taylor Collection *
Tharp and Klaus Dental Group
The Garden Club of Nashville
The Graduate Oxford Hotel *
The Stutzman Law Firm, PLLC

$250 - $499

Sarah and John Adams
Susannah and Cameron Albriton
Mary Kathryn and Bo Allen
Lindzey and Jeremy Arnold
Sara Katherine and Ryan Beckett
Connie and John Blair
Claire and Michael Boler
Susan and Alan Branson
Lauren and Jordan Cantrell
Olivia and Chris Champion
Amanda and Trey Clark
Susan and Drew Cleland
Gail and Jan Collins
Gloria and John Correro
Sidney and Holt Crews

Laurel and Price Donahoo
Amanda and James Douglas
Jennie and Matt Eichelberger
Sarah Elizabeth and Jamey Elkin
Julia and Austin Ellis
Elizabeth and Dan Eveland
Leslie Ezelle
Kelley Fenelon
Fran and Jay Fowler
Allison and George Freeman
Amanda and Brad Galey
Lindsey and John Gresham
Sue and Marcus Grisham
Allison and Lee Grubbs
Sarah and Sean Guy
Rebecca and Ty Hardy
Monica and Ray Harrigill
KK and Baker Harrington
Sally Hederman
Missy Heidelberg
Hannah Heilman
Mary Martha and Brian Henson
Emily and Kern Hoff
Summer and Ashley Hood
Betsy and Stewart Hood
Jennifer and Greg Hopping
Hillary and Chesley James
Abby and Ben James
Lindsey and Matt James
Leisel and Nicholas Jew
Ruby and David Joe
Amanda and Christopher Johnston
Susan Shands Jones
Libby and Ted H. Kendall, IV
Melanie and John Lauderdale
Rae Ann and Kellon Lawrence
Natalie and Drew Levanway
Paula and Mac Long
Kelly and Sam Love
Mary Allyson and Ruffin Lowry
David and Elizabeth Maron
Sherry and Dan Mars
Bettye and Dick Mason
Missy and Mike McMullan
Michael McRee
Shani and Jackie Meck
Katie and Matt Monsour
Corin and Robert Morrison
Katie and Taylor Nicholas
Mallory and Lee Norman
Kelsey and William North
Reagan and Jason Peets
Beth and Chip Pickering
Lori Quarles
Lauren and Grant Ridgway
Cathy and Steve Roberts
Charlotte and Calvin Seals
Sarah Winsor and Davis Secrest
Lisa and Chris Shaw
Marlena and Ricky Simon
Clare and Aaron Sisk
Mary Straton and Kell Smith
Katharine Sparks
Mary Ellen and Kurtis Streek
India and Alan Torrey
Anna and Micah Usry
Meredith and William VanDevender
Kaitlyn and Jason Vassar
Malinda and Jim Warren
Katherine and William Weaver
Ross Weems
Arthur White
Caroline and Andy White
Brenda and Bryman Williams
Mollie Young
Buttermilk Sky Pie *
Caroline Swetenburg Art *
Chip Reno Associates, LLP
CoatTails *
Tzedakah Charitable Fund of the 
 Community-Foundation for 
 Mississippi
Courtyard Manufacturing 
Jewelers, LLC
Dennis Chandler State Farm 
 Insurance
Hemline Ridgeland *
Hometown Medical, LLC
Jackson Eye Associates, PLLC *
Kendra Scott *
Kobs & Philley, PLLC

Lee Michaels Fine Jewelry *
Magically Perfect Entertainment *
MDR Construction
Mississippi Automobile Dealers 
 Association
Mississippi Baptist Health Foundation
Mississippi Braves *
Mosquito Marshals *
Mississippi Party Bus *
Nationwide Insurance-Landon 
 Thompson
Nix Tann & Associates
Noggins Organic Salon *
Payne Realty
Pendleton Security
Pleasant Smiles Dentistry
Smartlaw, PLLC
Sollberger Watches, Clocks & 
 Jewelry *
Sombra Mexican Kitchen *
SummerHouse *
Tauzin Wealth Management
Tay Morgan Designs *
The First - A National Banking 
 Association
The Flamingo, LLC
The Mosquito Authority *
Thimblepress *
Treehouse Boutique *
TrustCare Health
Tuscany Construction & Roofing
Upcountry Camping *
Watson Quality Ford
The Westin of Jackson *

$1 - $249

Romy Abboud
Alyssa Ables
Stanford Adams
Claire and Richard Aiken
Brittney Ainsworth
Kasey Alford
Kimberly Allen
Courtney Armstrong
Tyler Armstrong
Matt Armstrong
Carrie and Andy Atkinson
Nick Bailes
Deidra Bailey
Donna and Gordon Bailey
William Barfoot
Megan and Robert Barnes
Casey Barnes
Tawana Barnette
Annie Laurie and David Barrett
James Beckham
James Bellipanni
John Bennett
Catherine Black
Robert Blackmon
Chris Blakeney
Taylor Bolland
Crisler and Doug Boone
D. Royce Boyer
Jean Turner Brewer
Mary Brooks
Anna Blair Brown
Gerard Buffington
Sharon and Joe Butler
Angela Byers
John Calvert
Leigh and William Campbell
Warner Cannada
Stephanie and George Carr
Rachel Chandler
Sloan Chesney
Ellen and James H. Clayton
Allie Coats
Ginger and Ronnie Cockayne
Jan and Sam Coker
Frances and Tom Coleman
Alex Collum
Puja and Jay Craddock
Ray Crawford
Staci Waits Crawford *
Alonzo Crosby
Sandra and Frank Crosthwait
Manisha Dadlani
Wood Dale
Richard Davidson
Betsy and Kane Ditto

ANNUAL DONORS
Contributors to the Mississippi Children’s Museum from

June 1, 2018 - May 31, 2019

* denotes an in-kind donation
  denotes a Build.Play.Grow. donation

If you wish to change your recognition, please contact us at donate@mcm.ms.
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Wesley Dodd
Susan and Frank Duke
Eric Eaton
Renee and Conrad Ebner
Everlyn Ellis
Vicki and Tim Ellis
Joanna Evans
Michael Evans
Christie Farese
Joshua Farrell
Sara Hart and Gordon Fellows
Mary and Robert Fisk
Alice Flautt
Currie Fletcher
Keely Fortenberry
Kitty and Louis Fuller
Gwendolyn Gerhardt
Kelsey and Matthew Gaimmalvo
Tim Gillis
Carolyn Glendye
Shelby Glover
Josh Graham
Carmen and Trevor Gross
The Guess Family
William Guthrie
Muffet and Tip Hailey
Brandon Hannah
Anna and Jacob Haralson
Matthew Hardy
Blair and Doug Hederman
Julie Herod
Kelly Hines
Jordan Hollingshead
Wendi Hood
Katherine Horlock
Hunter Hornsby
David Horton
Sheila and D.D. Hull, Jr.
Lindsay Humphreys
Meg Huntington
Maggie Lupe
Mary and Sherman E. Jackson, Jr.
Meemie and John Henry Jackson
Kellie Jefcoat
Priscilla and Jason Jolly
Sarah and Jason Jones
Robert Kemp
Mary and Ted Kendall, III
Kathryn and Sterling Kidd
Katherine Kline
Ryan Knowlton
Josh Lee
Duk Lee
Kathyrn and Doug Levanway
Linda Levy
Alexandra and David Long
Rachel and Brian Lott
Courtney and Rob Love
Mary Kate Lowry
Erica Loyd
Jeanne Luckett and CB Carroll
Sarah Lutz
Carson Lyon
Janie and Steve Maloney
Stephanie and Stephen 
Mangafakis
Ashley Manning
Darri and J. K. Mansel
Molly and George Martin
Kristen and Colby Mason
Kara Massie
Jennifer and John McCants

Lori and Truman McCarter
Leesa and Silas McCharen
Scott McClintock
Jon McCormick
Margaret McDonald
Anna McGraw
Barbara McLaughlin
Judy and Mike McNames
Joanna and Jason McNeel
Brennon McNeese
Catherine Mehok
Skylar McKenzie Menist
Madee Miller
Austin Miller
Susan and Robert Mims
Scanlon and David Minton
Katie Molpus
Chris Morales
Bobby Morgan
Trent Nelson
Heidi and Mark Noel
Davis and Bob Nunnery
Becky and Guy Parker
Sherry and Richard Partridgel
Trisha Patel
Eric Peacock
Daniel Pendleton
Ha Phan
Emily and James Philpott
Spencer Pipitone
Stephan Pitts
Jennifer Porter
Dave Porter
Jessica Purdy
Ali Pyron
Lauren and Jim Rabalais
Reid Rabalais
Brittany Ransom
Muree Reafs
Jennifer and Richard Rebich
Karen and Hugh Redhead
Patti Reiss
Judy Richards
Stephanie Russum
Carlene Scanlon
Kimberly Shearer
Haley Shook
Susannah and Josh Silvia
Rachel and Al Sirmon
London Sivira
Courtney and Jeff Smith
Emmaline and Peyton Smith
Parker Smith
Camille and Drew Snyder
Alyse and Bill Sparks
Bethany Stanfill
Carrie Starks Moore
Marion and Steven Steckler
Victoria Stein
Kristen and Matthew Stephenson
James Stewart
Mason Stewart
Laine and Tim Striegel
Dana and Hoopy Stringer
Mary Wesson Sullivan
Ward and Jim Sumner
Betty and Cecil Sumners
Arash Taheri
Dakota Taylor
Sandy and David Temple
Deborah and Philip Thomas
Lisa and Bill Thompson

Martha Thompson
Cynthia Till
Betty Todd
Jim Turnbull
Kelsi Vandevender
Ed VanZandt
Omar Walker
Brantley Walton
Deloris Washington
Dee and Frank Webb
Cal Wells
Aimee and Joey Wiggins
Holly and Christopher Wiggs
Hannah Wild
Kristin Williamson
Ashley and Mark Willson
Justin Wisdom
Carolyn Witkofsky
Dorothy and John Wofford
Kayla Woods
Sandra and Herman Young
Coury Zachary
Christine and Steve Zachow
4 Top Catering *
47 Blooms, LLC *
601 Escape Rooms *
Ardenland *
Artisan Hair Co. *
Bacchus of Madison *
Barnette’s Hair Salon *
Barrelhouse Southern Gastropub *
Beagle Bagel Madison *
BellaChes *
Big Pretty Pictures *
Billie’s Pecans *
Bliss Gift and Home *
Brent’s Drugs *
Briarwood Mart Package Store *
Brown’s Fine Art and Framing *
Carty and Cat-Eden Travis *
Cookin’ Up a Storm *
Courtney Peters Interior Design *
Crazy Cat Eat up *
Designs by Daisy *
Ducks Unlimited *
Eat Local Starkville *
Farmers Table in Livingston *
Fondren Guitars *
Fresh Ink *
Fuse.Cloud
Gatherings by Jill Ford *
Get Yarded *
Grace and James Kids, LLC *
Gracefully Designs *
Hands in Clay *
High Heaven *
Highland Village Merchants 
 Association *
J. Blair Designs *
Lou’s Full Serve *
M Theory Yoga *
Mamma Hamil’s Southern Cookin 
 & BBQ Buffet *
Mangia Bene Catering *
Mississippi Blood Services
MM Shapley’s Restaurant *
Musee, LLC *
Network for Good
Nic’s Craft Shack *
Nursery Rhymes *
Offbeat Art, LLC *
Ole Miss Athletics *

Orangetheory Fitness Jackson *
Pamela Houchins Interior Designer *
Penn’s Restaurant *
Persnickety *
Pita Pit Ridgeland *
PriorityOne Bank
Pure Barre *
Red Square Clothing Co. *
Rennaissance at Colony Park *
Row 10 *
Sage Salon *
Saltine *
Smitten, LLC *
Snowcritters *
Stadt Nutrition *
Static A Salon *
Stitched by Sister *
Sugar’s Place
Sunny Holliday Design *
The Bridal Path *
The Essential Yogini *
Livingston Mercantile Store *
The Inn at Whitworth *
Iron Horse Grill *
The Lash and Brow Gal *
Ulmer’s Stride Right *
Upper Crusts *
Uptown Dental *
Vineyard Vines *
Walker’s Drive In *

MEMORIALS & CELEBRATIONS

In Memory of Malcom Kemp

 Beth and John Allgood
 Donna and Gordon Bailey
 D. Royce Boyer
 Mary Brooks
 Sharon and Joe Butler
 Stephanie and George Carr
 Cindy and Joe Connolly
 Mary Preston and John Dubberly
 Mary and Robert Fisk
 Susan and John Garrard
 The Guess Family
 Emily and Kern Hoff
 Tish and Haden Hughes
 Sheila and D.D. Hull, Jr.
 Mary and Sherman Jackson, Jr.
 Robert Kemp
 Paula Kemp
 Libby and Ted H. Kendall, IV
 Holly and Alan Lange
 Linda Levy
 Mary Kate Lowry
 Jeanne Luckett and CB Carroll
 Stephanie and Stephen Mangafakis
 Molly and George Martin
 Lori and Truman McCarter
 Catherine Mehok
 Muree Reafs
 Donna Reiss
 Judy Richards
 Rachel and Al Sirmon
 Sarah and Jeff Skelton
 Janet and Charlie Spain
 Katharine Sparks
 Alyse and Bill Sparks
 Marion and Steven Steckler
 Margaret Stent
 Betty and Cecil Sumners
 Lisa and Bill Thompson
 Martha Thompson

 Arthur White
 Carolyn Witkofsky
 Sarah and Russell Young
 Sandra and Herman Young
 Caryll M. and Norman F. 
  Sprague Jr. Foundation
 Jackson Heart Clinic

In Memory of Hope Bynum

 Libby and Ted H. Kendall, IV

In Memory of Mary Beth Dodson

 Kelly and George Abdo

In Memory of Halla Jo Ellis

 The Garden Club of MS, Inc.

In Memory of Kathy and 

Coleman Frye

 Judy and Mike McNames

In Memory of Leslie B. Lampton

 Jennifer and Richard Rebich

In Memory of John Reiss

 Donna Reiss

In Celebration of Tina Fortenberry

 Susan and John Garrard
 Sarah and Jeff Skelton

In Celebration of Sandra and 

Leonard O’Mire

 Mason Stewart

In Celebration of Patsy Reiss

 Patti Reiss

In Celebration of the Marriage of 

Cathy Joyner

 Roberts and Steve Roberts
 Becky and Guy Parker
 Sandy and David Temple

In Celebration of Gene Wright

 Stanford Adams

In Celebration of Adams Yerger

 PriorityOne Bank

In Honor of Blair Bridges

 Tish and Haden Hughes

In Honor of Dean Bryan

 Jane and Charles Bryan

In Honor of Wynn and Clare Fuller

 Kitty and Louis Fuller

In Honor of the Garden Club of 

Jackson

 The Garden Club of Nashville

In Honor of Leigh Grady

 Barbara McLaughlin

In Honor of Amber and Russell 

Morrison

 Friends of Amber and 
 Russell Morrison

In Honor of Youth Ambassador  

 Holland Townes
 Jan and Andrew Townes

MCM relies on generous community support to be able to continue to provide unparalleled experiences that ignite a thirst

for discovery, knowledge, and learning in all children! Give to provide critical funding for museum exhibits and programs.

CHECK BY MAIL CREDIT CARD
BY PHONE

601.709.8356

P.O. Box 55409

Jackson, MS 39296

GIVE THE GIFT OF IMAGINATION!

mschildrensmuseum.org

SECURE
WEBSITE
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$10,000 - $24,999

100 Black Men of Jackson, Inc.
Henry and Martha Hederman 
Charitable Foundation
Institute of Museum and 
 Library Services
Junior League of Jackson
Telos Foundation
The CarMax Foundation
University of Mississippi 
 Medical Center
Visit Jackson

$5,000 - $9,999

Community Foundation for 
Mississippi
Fresh Cut Catering & Floral*
Paula and Jimmy Hood
Jackson Heart Foundation
MAG CAP
Mississippi Development Authority
Mississippi Sports Medicine &  
 Orthopaedic Center

$2500-$4999

Butler Snow, LLP
Clarion Ledger*
EastGroup Properties
Friends of Children’s Hospital
Mississippi Arts Commission

Molina Healthcare, Inc.
Sunbelt Sealing, Inc.
Sysco Jackson, LLC*

$1000-$2499

Broadhead Building Supplies
Tobi and Glen Brown
Brittany and Heath Cariker
Betsy and Kane Ditto
Eagle Express Federal Credit 
 Union
Eat Drink Mississippi Magazine*
First Commercial Bank
GranthamPoole CPAs
Billie and Al Green
Hederman Brothers*
Humana
Amber and Russell Morrison
Britney and Jimbo Moss
Raymond James and Associates, Inc.
Sandifer Orthodontics
Geribeth and Allen Smith
Southern Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company
TEC
The Payne Group
The Radio People of Jackson*
Walmart
Kelli and Andy Williams
$500-$999

Gayle and Holmes Adams
Desai Hotel Group
KTB Wealth Partners, LLC
Michael McRee
Mississippi Power Foundation
Munistrategies
Mary Frances and Jaron Priest
Lori and Randy Sanders
Laura and Tommy Stansell
Lauren and Todd Versteegh

$250-$499

Barlow & Moore, PLLC
Ann Regan and Jeremy Barlow
Taylor and Justin Beard
Sarah and Michael Bentley
Jean and Tony Bertas
Bobbie and Walter Blackard
Kate and William Colbert
Lynda and David Conn
Elizabeth and Woody Craig
Susan and Frank Duke
Oleta Garrett Fitzgerald    
Lacey Fondren
Cassie and Stephen Fountain
Whitney and Lee Gladden
Donna and Tyler Harris
Emily and Kern Hoff
Jeannie and Harrison Hood
Jessie and Joseph Hornback
Rachel and Callender Hughes
Lindsey and Matt James
Jay Hassell State Farm
Leisel and Nicholas Jew
Christina and Brian Johnson
Quinn and Bradley Kellum
Sonja and Ben Kerr
Jamie Kerr
Margie and Rick Largent
Rae Ann and Kellon Lawrence
Janie and Stephen Maloney
Elizabeth and David Maron
Lori and Derek Marshall
Kristen and Colby Mason
ReMonica and Ryan McBride

Sara Jane and Jeff McCrary
Staci and Jeremy McNinch
Mississippi Dysphagia Specialist
Kamesha and Gerald Mumford
Nationwide Insurance -
 Rusty Healy Agency
New Summit School
Manisha and Minesh Patel
Swayze and Will Pentecost
Genny and Logan Phillips
Amanda and Stephen Pigott
Planet Fitness
Polles Properties LLC
Prolific Health and Wellness
Lori Quarles
Meg and Barney Robinson
Kim and Daniel Silvio
Sarah Helen Skelton
Sunday in Company
Candace and Walker Tann
Gwennetta and Joe Tatum
Taylor Collection
Kate and Blaine Totty
W Real Estate, LLC
Malinda and Jim Warren
Allison and Jason Weems
Wier Boerner Allin Architecture
Heather and Rocky Wilkins
Kelly and Louis Wilkinson
Marion and Neal Wise
Shanda and Yancy Yates
Joseph and Dorthy Young

$1-$249

AmazonSmile Foundation
Amber and Anthony Arnold
Amelie and Johnny Black
Susan and Alan Branson
Virginia and Trey Breckenridge
Meredith and Will Dendinger
Tracey and Justin Dillard
Shannon and Brandon Driver
Eric Eaton
Robin Eaton
Joanna Evans

T Goff
Randolph Keys
KPMG, LLP
Thanh and Huong Le
Emily and Chris McNeil
Heather and Nathan Myatt
Painted by Elizabeth*
Leigh and Derek Puckett
Patti Reiss
Rhea Richardson
Bernhard Rueedi
Suzanne Sanders
Amy and Dale Shepherd
Elijah Taylor
Leigh and Alec Taylor
Cynthia Till
Anna Walker
Emily and Eric Weimer
Gene Wright
Tracey Wright

Memorials & Celebrations

In Memory of Robert D. Haskins

 Susan Branson
    Susan Garrard
    Emily Hoff
    Sarah Skelton
    Cynthia Till

In Memory of Gregory Kennedy

 Susan Branson
    Susan Garrard
    Emily Hoff
    Sarah Skelton
    Cynthia Till

In Celebration of Mrs. Patsy Reiss

 Patti Reiss
 

QUARTERLY DONORS
Contributors to the Mississippi Children’s Museum from

July 16 - October 15, 2019

* denotes an in-kind donation
  denotes a Build.Play.Grow. donation

If you wish to change your recognition, please contact us at donate@mcm.ms.

BY THE NUMBERS
FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019

June 1, 2018 - May 31, 2019

12,208
VISITORS PARTICIPATED

IN A PROGRAM

Over 15,217 volunteers

served more than 13,827 hours!

This represents more than

$263,148
contributed to the museum.

449
BIRTHDAY PARTIES

145,515
MUSEUM

GUESTS

36
FACILITY RENTALS

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES

• Program Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,137,704
• Management and General  . . . . $564,382

• Fundraising  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $292,200

   Total Expenses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,994,286

SOURCES OF REVENUE/SUPPORT

• Donations & Grants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,898,070

• Operating Revenue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,295,722

• Memberships  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $284,998

• Educational Programs/Sponsorships  . . $573,744

• Other Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$159,345

    Total Revenue/Support  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,211,879

    Net Asset Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $33,652,916

2,477
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIPS

460
FIELD

TRIPS

9,112
BIRTHDAY

PARTY

VISITORS

23,581
FIELD

TRIP

VISITORS
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JOIN US FOR THESE UPCOMING SPRING EVENTS

You’re invited to join us for a Seuss-inspired fantastic, fun day 

at MCM for Dr. Seuss’ Silly Birthday Celebration!

This is one of MCM’s favorite days of the year when guests 

from across the region visit to celebrate Dr. Seuss. You’ll get 

messy with ooey-gooey oobleck, explore the museum on a 

Seuss-themed scavenger hunt, create your own Thing 1 or Thing 

2 mask, and participate in many more creative activities! Start 

your day off with a Members-only Green Eggs and Ham 
Breakfast at 8:30 am! Readings of everyone’s favorite Dr. Seuss 

books will be enjoyed throughout the day. 

DR. SEUSS’ SILLY 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
February 29, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Count down to NASA Day at MCM with the John C. Stennis 

Space Center! 

At MCM, we love all things space – from rockets to 

astronauts to space food. On NASA Day, real life astronauts 

and rocket scientists from Mississippi’s very own John C. 

Stennis Space Center will come to teach guests all about 

what it’s like to go to space, be an astronaut, and work at 

a space center. Bring your aspiring astronauts to NASA 

Day on Saturday, March 7 for a special day of activities 

that will be out of this world!

NASA DAY
March 7, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Start your week with fun!

Did you know that MCM is open for special, holiday Mondays 

from 9am – 5pm for extra hours of inspiration and fun? Magic 

Monday is the perfect solution to a Monday off from school. 
Each of these special days includes regular museum programming, 

as well as a special Food Lab program where guests learn 

about making delicious and nutritious food and snacks. 

Mark your calendar for MCM’s upcoming Magic Mondays: 

•  Monday, Feb 17  •  Monday, March 9  •  Monday, April 13

MAGIC MONDAYS
Mondays, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Spring is right around the corner, and everyone at MCM 

is already excited for our annual Bunnies and Butterflies 
spring event!

Bunnies and Butterflies is the perfect way to welcome the 
warm, sunny weather of the new season. At this event, 

guests will learn to plant their own garden, play with real-

life bunnies, learn about our insect friends, have faces 

painted, create unique costumes of bunny ears or butterfly 
wings, and so much more. This is an event you definitely 
won’t want to miss, so visit us on Saturday, April 11 to help 

us celebrate spring!

BUNNIES AND BUTTERFLIES
April 11, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
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mcmmeridian.org

601.207.5322

meridian@mcm.ms

P.O. Box 1007
Meridian, MS 39302

/mcmmeridian

@mcmmeridian

After an exciting groundbreaking ceremony in October, construction of MCM’s new satellite 

museum in Meridian is officially underway! 

One of the most essential and primary tasks currently in progress is the laying of the 

museum’s foundation. Within construction industry circles, it is always said that the foundation 

of a building or structure is of the utmost importance; and according to Liz Wilson, Executive 

Director of MCM-Meridian, there has been an incredible amount of detail that has gone 

into ensuring the museum’s foundation is excellent. The dirt has been tested, the beams 

poured with concrete, the electrical conduits and plumbing installed, and finally, the 
foundation slab has been poured. By the spring of 2020, Wilson anticipates that the exterior 

shell of the museum will be well underway. 

“Things are really moving along! It is only apropos that the best way to articulate the 

excitement of commencing construction is an overwhelming childlike joy and wonder. 

Christmas definitely came early for MCM-Meridian and our entire community,” said Wilson. 
“It is fascinating to watch the expertise of our local community industries working in tandem 

to create something so magical.”

Construction of MCM-Meridian is right on schedule. For more information on how to get 

involved with bringing this one-of-a-kind museum and educational resource to life, please 

visit: www.mcmmeridian.org.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

MCM-Meridian Leadership

MCM-Meridian Staff
Elizabeth Wilson, Exec. Dir.

Rebecca Jackson, Marketing Coord.
Heather Carr, Admin. Asst.

Advisory Committee
Dr. Terry Dale Cruse, Chairman

Hallie Pearson Swindoll, Secretary
John Anderson 
Dr. Amy Carter
Caroline Everett

David Hall
Kelvin Jackson

Dustin Markham
Jim McGinnis, III
Melanie Mitchell

Don Rogers
Beth Whitehead

Leigh Ann Whittle

Honorary Chairs
Linda Grant

Melanie Mitchell

Building & Site Committees
Brooke Chamblee

Bill Cooke
David Hall
Ricky Hood

Jim McGinnis
Hallie Phillips
Don Rogers

Terrell Temple

Capital Campaign Committee
Susan Coffin

Dr. Otis Gowdy, Jr. 
Bob Huff

Kristen Smith
Robert Smith

Josh Thompson
Stephanie Wright

MCM-Meridian Partners
Beth Whitehead, Chair

Lindsey Aull
Dr. Patty Ann Bouge

Caroline Everett
Kim Knight

Lou Ann Lamar
Heather Myatt
Jenn Northam
Hallie Swindoll

Public Launch Committee
Christena Brown-Bradley, Chair

Rainey Breaux
Bethany Davis

Madison Dulaney
Michael Gibson

Tara Komar
Sheila Madden

Mary Lindsey Newlin
Oney Reynolds

Betty Vise

Dr. Seuss’ Silly 
Birthday Celebration,
9am - 12pm, 
The MAX Courtyard

February

29 Allie Cat Festival, 
Beginning at 9am, 
City Hall Lawn, 
Downtown Meridian

March

21 Maker Faire Meridian, 
10am - 5pm, Soule’ 
Steam Feed Works, 
1808 4th St.

April

4
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Holiday Honorariums

CONDUCTORS

$1,000,000+

The Phil Hardin Foundation
The Riley Foundation
State of Mississippi
The City of Meridian

AVIATORS

$500,000 - $999,999

Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi

INVENTORS

$250,000-$499,999

Sissie and Fred Wile
Hall Timberlands
Lauderdale County Board of Supervisors
The Paul & Sherry Broadhead 
 Foundation
Progressive Pipeline
Southern Pipe & Supply

SCHOLARS

$100,000- $249,999

Linda and Marty Davidson
Melanie and Manny Mitchell
 Melissa and Adam Mitchell
Junior Auxiliary of Meridian
Lauderdale County Tourism
Mississippi Power
Trustmark

COMPOSERS

$50,000-$99,999

Anonymous
Anonymous
Otis Gowdy, Jr.
The David Majure Family
Frances McDonell
Cindy and Jim McGinnis
Heather and Nathan Myatt
Deanna Wilbourn
A&B Electric Company, Inc.
Anderson Regional Health System
Atmos Energy
Bowers Auto
The Chisholm Foundation
Community Bank
East Mississippi Oral & Facial Surgery
Friends of Key Field
Meridian Coca-Cola Bottling Company
The Montgomery Institute* 

PERFORMERS

$10,000-$49,999

Linda and Tim Allred
Debra and John Anderson
Lindsey and Cody Aull
Barbara and Gary Boone
Bess and Benjamin Box
Gayle and Joel Callahan
Amanda and Matt Cassell
Katie and Douglas Coleman
Ann and John Compton
Tom Crowson
Holley and Michael Davis
Kimberly and Dru Denison

Bet and Doug Deweese
Joel Drummond
Jennifer and Bob Eubanks
Veldore Young-Graham
In Memory of Barbaree Rosenbaum 
 Heaster
The Tim Hogan Family
Laura and Clay Holladay
Rose and Scott Hudson
Pat Jarrett
Tara and Dan Komar
Farheen and Asif Lala
Annie and Vern Lund
Holly and Jonathan Moore
Amy and Ken Nelson
Hallie Phillips
Cleta and Thad Quarles
Nicki and Adam Reeves
Karen and Sonny Rush
Sandy and Terrell Temple*
Lisa and Mike Van Drunen
Betty and Richard Vise
Nicole and Kevin Ward
Liz and Rod Wilson
Stephanie and Benny Wright
Alliance Health Center Employees
Charles L. Young, Sr. Foundation
Charles Ledbetter Forestry Consultant, Inc.
Citizen’s National Bank
D & H Construction
Downtown Optimist Club
Fountain Family Foundation
Gipson Steel
Glass, Inc.
Great Southern Bank
Jackson-Newell Paper Foundation
Little Caesars
Long Distribution
Magnolia Beverage Company
Magnolia Steel Co.
Dr. Britt McCarty and Dr. Shelley 
 McDonald
McElroy Truck Lines
Merrill Lynch
Nathan E. Daniels Roofing Co.
Nissan of Meridian
North American Coal Corporation
Pilot Flying J

Pretty Presentation*
Regions
Sequel Electrical Supply
Waters International Trucks
Woodall Electric
Young Professionals of Meridian 

ARTISTS

$5,000-$9,999

Laura and Richard Abney
Kacey and Bo Bailey
Deidra and Percy Bland
Rainey and John Breaux
Laura and Scott Carmichael
Jamie and Bob Cater
Brooke and Michael Chamblee
Beth and John Clay
Susan and Bob Coffin
Amy and Jim Coleman
Lynn and Bill Crawford
Terry Dale Cruse
Bethany and Logan Davis
Lea and Ed Eiland
Alana and Scotty Elliott
Linda and Freddy Grant
Sally and Lloyd Gray
Cathy and Maurice Hall
Susan and George Hill
Blair and Austin Holmes
Veronica Johnson
Eris Deanne Jordan
Jenny Ruth and Larkin Kennedy
Kim and Chris Knight
Lou Ann and Alan Lamar
Frances and Sam Long
Dustin Markham
Jim McRae
Amanda Murphy
Mary Lindsey and Chris Newlin
Julia and Tyler Norman
Sherry and Jim Purdy
Ronnye Purvis
Mitzi and Chuck Reece
Caroline and Lane Rush
Mary Allison and Kenneth Saul
Leigh and Danny Thomas
Elise and Jim Thompson
Helen and Lee Valentine

Ericka and Daniel Vaughn
Candice and Robert Ward
Sela Ward
Kim and M.L. Waters
Wilmer Whittle
Benefits Management Group
Commercial Bank
Delta Industries
The DIVAS and Friends
Leading Edges*
Slay Steel
Woodstock Furniture

DREAMERS

$1,000-$4,999

Anonymous
Emily and Justin Anders
Sheila and Marlon Austin
Kimberly and Howard Bartee
Jeanna and Bo Bennett
Patty Ann and Robert Bogue
Elizabeth Brookshire
Margen Bullock
Amy and Jim Cady
Amy and David Carter
Betsy and Leonard Cobb
Kerry and Jeff Cook
Tori and Dustin Culpepper
Samer Dabit
Wanda and Richard Dixon
Madison and Caleb Dulaney
Joyce Frank
Danyell and Michael Gibson
Mary and David Gilmore
Melissa and Paul Goldman
Amy and Ross Goodin, Jr.
Marilyn and Jerry Greene 
Allison and Trey Hannah
Marsha and Bubba Hannah
Lou and Alan Hart
Kim A. Houston
Mary Ann and Jay Howell
Clair and Brad Huff
Penne and Bob Huff
Shwanna and Kelvin Jackson
Diane and Larry Johnson
Ceatrice and Richard Kelly
Eddie Kelly

MCM-MERIDIAN DONORS

* denotes an in-kind donation
If you wish to change your recognition, please contact us at meridian@mcm.ms.

Contributions and pledges to the 
Mississippi Children’s Museum-Meridian

(list updated through December 31, 2019)

Honored by Cindy Adams            

Betty and Richard Vise
 
Honored by Rainey & John Breaux

Friends and Neighbors
Lamar Elementary Staff
Lamar Middle School Staff
 
Honored by Gayle & Joel Callahan

Linda Billups
Mary and Billy Billups
Barbara and Gary Boone
Susan and Bob Coffin
Dottye and Hardy Graham
Linda and Freddy Grant
Marilyn and Jerry Greene
Joy and Tommy Greer
Melanie and Manny Mitchell
Helen and Lee Valentine
 
Honored by Wilhelmine Damon

Susan and Bob Coffin
Dottie and Larry Dudley
Joy and Tommy Greer
Sissie and Fred Wile
 
Honored by Dottie & Larry Dudley

Sissie and Fred Wile
 
Honored by Joyce Frank

Joe Covais Family
Dan Cunningham Family
Sue and Gerald Davidson
Brent Grimes Family
Darrell Horn Family
David Horn Family
Ellen Horn
Peggy Mars
Jonathan Martinez Family
Bobbie Williams
 
Honored by Otis Gowdy, Jr.

Jenifer Buford
Dorothy and Otis Gowdy, Sr.
Eunetha Gowdy 
Veldore Young-Graham and 
    Twaskie Graham
Eris Deanne Jordan

Denise and Donald Naylor, Jr.
Kerry Scott
Hollye and Kenyatta Stewart
Authurine and Celois Vaughn
Tamara Walker
 
Honored by Sally & Lloyd Gray

Kacey and Bo Bailey
Linda and Marty Davidson
Lindy and Bob Deen
Cindy and Jim McGinnis
Dana and Michael VanVeckhoven
Dianne and Ronnie Walton
Candy and Robert Ward
 
Honored by Chris & Jim Lauderdale

Lynda and Wayne Anders
Miriam and Randy Chesney
Cathy and Maurice Hall
Janet and Wallace Heggie
Cornelia Laird
Lorraine and Ray Long
Tricia and Don Marascalco
Jodi and Bo Marsalis
Melanie and Manny Mitchell
Freddie Poitevent
Nan and Greg Robinson
Eleanor and Winn Umphlett
Betty and Richard Vise
Diane and Ronnie Walton
Candy and Robert Ward
Helen and David Webb
 
Honored by Syble Majure

Jayne Ellen and Woody Davis
Linda Denney
JoAnn and Tommy Dobbins
Dana and Gary Lawyer
Julie and Bruce Martin
Ricki Tucker
 
Honored by 

Melanie & Manny Mitchell

Debi and Jeff Aarthun
Teresa and Stan Basista
Barbara and Gary Boone
Gayle and Joel Callahan
Jamie and Bob Cater

Beth and John Clay
Dottye and Hardy Graham
Linda and Freddy Grant
Chris and Jim Lauderdale
Lorraine and Ray Long
Frances and Sam Long
Jodi and Bo Marsalis
Barbara and Naz Noujaim
Karen and Sonny Rush
Pam and Mickey Rutherford
Cay and Sonny Wedgeworth
Helen and Lee Valentine
 
Honored by Suzie & Randy Pool            
Jill and Earl Aycock
Carol and Jim Bass
Kim and Steven Bowers
Lynn and Sidney Bowers
Linda and Robert Sanford
Linda and Kelly Swain
Michelle and Hampton Thames
Judy and Tom Warden
Ann and Alex Weddington
Cay and Sonny Wedgeworth
Bess and Rob Wilder
 
Honored by 

Pam & Mickey Rutherford

Laura and Richard Abney
Barbara and Gary Boone
Gayle and Joel Callahan
Jamie and Bob Cater
Kerry and Jeff Cook
Dottye and Hardy Graham
Linda and Freddy Grant
Frances and Sam Long
Melanie and Manny Mitchell
Karen and Sonny Rush
Helen and Lee Valentine
Betty and Richard Vise
 
Honored by 

Stephanie & Hank Singley

Marsha and Thomas Balzli
Jamie and Bob Cater
Linda Denney
Linda and Nelson Hall

Jackie and Ed Holmes
Dana and Gary Lawyer
Angela and David Majure
Lynn and Dave Russell
 
Honored by Roland Terry, Jr       

Linda and Tim Allred
Charlene and Scott Anderson
Karla Bailey
Maureen and Andy Burnside
Ann and John Compton
Mary and David Gilmore
Debra and David Haggard
Julie and Greg Heblon
Sky and Marky Joiner
Elizabeth and Keith Logan
Angela and David Majure
Julie and Bruce Martin
Robin and John Mayfield
Suzie and Randy Pool
Karen and Sonny Rush
Beverly and Robert Smith
Becky and Eric Stubbs
Donna and Pete Terry
Elyse and Jim Thompson
Ginny and David Waters
Kim and M.L. Waters
Rhonda and Bill Woods
Cecilia and Steve Zepponi
 
Honored by Betty & Richard Vise

Cindy Adams
Jo and Jim Adams
Rafique Ahmad and Family
Carolyn and David Allen
Lynda and Wayne Anders
Cindy and Bob Blubaugh
Robin and Dee Brookshire           
Becky and Grey Cobb
Judson Colley
Katie and Chip Cowsert
Chuck Davenport
Ruth Fredericks
Danyell and Michael Gibson
Minette and Harry Gibson
Linda and Freddy Grant
Pat Jarrett

Lindsey and Bo Kyle
Cornelia and Earl Laird
Chris and Jim Lauderdale
Karen and Bent Moulds
Donna and Rhett Payne
Diane and Bucky Phillippi
Pam and Mickey Rutherford
Margie and Spence Stork
Mailande Turner
Margaret Vise
Murray Vise
Lily Wee
Jane Wiggins
Jackie Wilson
 
Honored by 

Beth & Kary Whitehead

Robin and Craig Dungan
Julia and Jimbo Green
Leah and Mason Kiple
Angela and David Majure
Tammy and Irv Martin
Francie and Bryan Wilkinson
 
Honored by Sissie & Fred Wile

Jane Alexander
Betty and John Allin
Linda and Tim Allred
Thom Armistead and Cord Martin
Jimmy Blythe Family
Amy Burns
Wilhelmine Damon
Louie and Sand Hanner
Elizabeth Hill
Sandy Hoffman
John Jenkins Family
Jim McRae
John Ransom Family
Suzi and Dick Samson
Jo VanDevender
Dana and John Watson
Diane and Russell Watson
Jamie and Louis Watson
Jean Watson
Lynn and Ben Watson
Charlie Wray and Family
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Susan and Thomas Kendall
Tanya and Kermit Kendrick
Rosie and Billy King
Chris and Jim Lauderdale
Syble Majure
Alexa and Walt Marcello
Emily and Matt Martelli
Elizabeth and Justin McDonald
Kelly and Scott McQuaig
Susie and Scott Morgan
Denise and Donald Naylor
Janice and Linton Newlin
Jenn and John Northam
Meryl Lee and Bill Nunnery
Rebecca and Eric Pearson
Diane and Bucky Phillipi
Lauren and Brandon Pratt
Ronnisha and Derron Radcliff
B.J. and David Ray
Christine Riley
Mary and Don Rogers
Pam and Micky Rutherford
Debbie and Ricky Roy Shirley
Helen and Wade Sims
Donna and Pat Spraberry
Hallie and Zach Swindoll
Amy and Brian Temple
Amanda and Josh Thompson
Grace and Duncan Vise
Peg Wahrendorff
Nancy and Tyler Walton
Christin and Josh Waters
Cay and Sonny Wedgworth
Candace and Eddie Welch
Beth and Kary Whitehead
Bess and Rob Wilder
Terry Winstead
ABC Young Professionals
APAC-Mississippi, Inc.
Ballou Design Group
BWI Companies, Inc.
Community Foundation of East 
 Mississippi
Express Oil Change Meridian
FL Crane & Sons
Harry Mayer, Inc.
Harvest Grill
The Lamberth Family Foundation
Magnolia Health
Mugshots Grill and Bar Meridian
Prince Oil Company
Southern Architectural Sales, LLC
Specialty Roll
Wells Fargo Advisers

CULTIVATORS

$1-$999

Cindy Adams
Rachel and Bailey Adams
Lynda and Wayne Anders
Lynne and Lamar Arrington
Nancy and George Arrington
Emily and Evan Athanas
Linda and Larry Bagley
Missy and Robert Bailey
Hollie and Chris Barber
Mandy Bateman
Natalie and Philip Beddingfield
Jennifer and Scot Bell
Linda Billups
Jan and Ronald Blackwell
Tori Boling
Dana Boyken
Curtis and Christena Bradley
Susan and Alan Branson
Linda Brantley

Carly and Adam Brimer 
Robin and Dee Brookshire
Beverly and John Brower
Kristi and Steven Brown
Melissa Brown
Melissa and David Buganski
Melanie and Jamey Burrow
Nancy and Donald Bush 
April and Cole Cardwell
Leslie and Bill Carruth
Jamie and Chandler Castle
Gloria and Poo Chancellor
Theresa and Jayson Chisolm
Shirley and R.L. Clark
June and Michael Clayton
Tricia and Terry Collier
Caroline Compton
Amanda Cook
Rachel and Brad Cook
Bekah and Clay Cooke
Jackie and Bill Cooke
Wanda and Larry Cooper
Kelly and Bob Corey
Amy and Rick Countiss
Adrian Cross
Casey and Phillip Culpepper
Shirley Cunningham
Margaret Cupples
Wilhelmine Damon
Kenya and Michael Darden
Marolyn Davison
Sheryl and Jay Davidson
Rebecca and Rick Davis
Susan Davis
Yolanda and Verdell Davis
Mary Katherine and Alex 
 DeBardeleben
Kelly and Mike DeFranco
Lindy and Bob Deen
Menton and Matthew Deweese
Dottie and Larry Dudley
Jennifer Dupont
Heather Durham
Casey Eason
Donia and Don Evans
Caroline and John Everett
Darlene and Keith Everett
Helene and Taylor Farland
Becky and Frank Farley
Albree and Scotty Florey
Janet Fortner
Janice and Dennis Foster
Dee Dee and Tony Fouts
Deona Fox
Beverly Gallion
Andrea and Alan Gartrell
Trina and David Gentry
Andrea and Ab Germany
LaVonda and Jamey Germany
Judy Giese
Karen and Edward Gough
Kimberly Grady
Gwendolyn Graham
Kimberly Graham
Gabrielle and Doug Grant
Julia and Jimbo Green
Marcia Griffis
Betty and Horace Griffith
Robin Gunn
Allison and Peter Haertling
Christy and Clinton Hales
Caitlin and Hunter Harrison
Laura and Miles Hester
Leslie and Anthony Hiatt
Lauren and Ben Hill
Joanie and John Hodge

Amanda and James Holland
Erin and Grant Honeycutt
Vicky and Ricky Hood
Sherry and Harmon Jackson
Janet and Sonny Jameson
Jean Jarrett
Fannie Johnson
Susanne and Bill Johnson
Julie and Heath Jordan
Laura Jordan
Tina Jordan
Jennifer Junkin
Lucy and Maurice Kahlmus
Kimberly Kendrick
Melissa and Brett Killingsworth
Diane King
Leah and Mason Kiple
Dale Klein
Kaki and Logan Knight
Brooke and Justin Knight
Kathy and Ray Komar
Lindsey and Bo Kyle
Caleb Leach
Catherine and David Leach
Will Loeb
Melissa Love
Andy and Lisa Lucovich 
Sheila and Dennis Madden
Jo Beth and Greg Maranto
Tammy and Irv Martin
Ann and Tom Maynor
Lindsey McCormick
Debbie and Tony McDaniel
Shelley and Evan McDonald
Vicky McDonnell
Kelly and John McVay
Liz and Neil Moore
Sherri and Al Moore
Sarah and David Morgan
Deanne Mosley
Georgette Mosely
Shirley Mosely
Carissa and Kyle Murray
Deborah and Curtis Parker
Gale and Bobby Parker
Michele and John Pearson
Suzie and Randy Pool
Linda and Rick Prescott
Lindsey and Kendrick Prewitt
Deanna and Christopher Price
The Sara and Davis Purvis Family
Sheila and Steven Radcliffe
Fareha and Muzaffar Rahat
Anne Elise and David Ray
Whitney and Parker Reece
Oney and Joel Reynolds
Laurel and Mack Rigdon
Lindsey and Taylor Robertson
Susan Ross
Michelle and Shane Rund
Sharon and Larry Schwan
April and Brian Sellers
Jennifer and Jay Shehi
Kimberly and Stephen Shirley
Caroline and Brad Shuler
Win and Jim Shumate
Page and Tom Sikes
Ashley and Tripp Sims
Stephanie and Hank Singley
Sarah and Jeff Skelton
Suzie and Todd Skinner
George Smith
Jamie and Justin Smith
Katie and Brad Smith
Kristen Smith
Lauren and Ed Smith

Zelda and Wayne Smith
Billie and David Stephenson
Shirley Stephenson
Tammy Stone
Cathy and Mike Strahan
Becky and Eric Stubbs
Lorena Taracena
Roland Terry, Jr.
Glenda and George Thomas
Whitney Thompson 
Michelle and Lee Thornton
Jo VanDevender
Sherie VanMinsel
Guy Vise, III
Heather and Will Vise 
Margaret Vise
Cheryl Waldron
Sarai Ann and Thomas Webb
Ann and Alex Weddington
Kathleen and Wes Weibel
Anne Wettig
Jennifer and Scott Whitcomb
Margaret and David White
Toye White
Leigh Anne and Doug Whittle
Elizabeth and Tyler Wiggins
Jane Wiggins
Matthew and Susan Wiggins
Anna Claire Williams
Amanda and Alan Wilson
Theresa and Clint Wilson
Linda Yanchuck
Gayle Hamilton Yochim
Betty Young-Cryer and Owen Cryer
Barbara and Ashton Zeller
Ace Hardware Meridian
Bedford Care Center of Marion
Cater’s Market
Clarkdale Elementary
Creative Pain Tattoo
Deli on 5th
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority  
 Meridian Alumae Chapter
El Norte Authentic Mexican 
 Restaurant
Generations Paper and Gifts
Heritage Antique Club
JTM Hospitality/Sleep Inn*
Jones Memorial Prebyterian Church
Kappa Delta Alumnae Association
Lamar School
Lauderdale County Farm Supply
The Liberty Shop
Little People Boutique
Loeb’s
Meridian Civitan Club
Meridian Hospitality, LLC
Meridian L-17 Formation Team
Meridian Plastic Surgery
Meridian Public Schools Leadership 52
Meridian Rotary Club
Mid-South Welding Supply, Inc.
Over the Moon Children’s Boutique
Pearson & Company Insurance, Inc.
Pi Beta Phi Fraternity
Russell Christian Academy
Smoothie King
Southeast Elementary
Squealer’s Hickory Smoked Bar-B-Que
Weidmann’s Restaurant
Wilson Realty
World of Flowers
Xavier University of Louisianna 
 Meridian Alumni Chapter
Yoo Yoo Yogurt

MCM-MERIDIAN MEMORIALS

AND HONORARIUMS*

In Memory of Kendall Ashmore

 Angela and David Majure

In Memory of Robert Coffin, Sr.
 Beth and Kerry Whitehead
 Liz and Rod Wilson

In Celebration of 

Bet & Doug Deweese

 Carly and Adam Brimer

In Memory of Lamar Gidden Jr.

 Susan and Bob Coffin

In Honor of Rebecca Giese

 Judy Giese

In Memory of 

George “Bubba” Hampton

 Susan and Bob Coffin
 Betty and Richard Vise

In Memory of James Cecil Holcomb

 Angela and David Majure

In Celebration of Meredith Clair Huff
 Whitney Thompson

In Memory of Billy Hull

 Missy and Robert Bailey
 Angela and David Majure
 Betty and Richard Vise

In Memory of Bobby Jarrett

 Beth and Kerry Whitehead

In Honor of Brian & Pearson Kelly

 Friends and Family

In Memory of Jamie Kelley

 Angela and David Majure
 Beth and Kerry Whitehead

In Celebration of Jim McGinnis

 Menton and Matthew Deweese

In Memory of Bob Merson

 Susan and Bob Coffin
 Angela and David Majure

In Celebration of Karen & Bob Rea

 Angela and David Majure

In Celebration of Patsy Sandusky

 Jo VanDevender

In Memory of Harvey Shirley

 Angela and David Majure
 Cathy and Mike Strahan
 Beth and Kerry Whitehead

In Memory of Molly Stahnke

 Missy and Robert Bailey

In Memory of Mae Carrol Thornton

 Gloria and Poo Chancellor
 Angela and David Majure
 Beth and Kerry Whitehead

In Memory of Guy Vise, Jr. (of Jackson)

 Heather and Will Vise

In Honor of Liz Wilson

 Theresa and Clint Wilson 

*Donor airplane memorials and 
honorariums not included.

Construction is underway! 

Scan the QR code with your 

smartphone camera for 

a sneak peak.

25,000
square foot building

9,500
square feet interior 

exhibit space

25,000
square feet exterior exhibits

51,500
estimated visitors per year

$2.7M
annual operating 

economic effect

$17M
campaign budget

MCM-Meridian is grateful for the generous support of our 475+ donors!
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Have fun learning everywhere you go!MCM • TO • GO

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Secrets of the Sewer!

Mark your calendars! In the summer of 2020, MCM is excited 
to bring our community another extraordinary visiting exhibit, 
Nickelodeon’s Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Secrets of the 
Sewer!

For 30 years, the TMNT have taught generations of fans 
that being part of a team lets us discover and exercise our 
own hidden strengths and those of our teammates, helping 
us to achieve more together than we can on our own. The 
four funny “heroes in a half–shell” share life lessons and 
team-building skills with their crime-fighting tactics. 

At MCM, families will be transported to the underground 
home of the crime-fighting heroes to see what really happens 
in their secret hideaway. Through team-building challenges, 
collaborative games, and mind-teasing puzzles, families and 
friends learn skills to help them successfully work together. 

MCM will host a Members Only Preview Party on Friday, 
May 22, and the exhibit will open to the public beginning 
May 23. Summer 2020 at MCM is going to be one you won’t 
want to miss! 

Can you find the items pictured below? 
Search the Playbook and write the page 
numbers in the blanks.

SEEK & FIND

Butterflies change from crawling caterpillars 
into winged beauties. This process is called 
metamorphosis, which comes from the Latin 
words for “changing shape.” 

Adult butterflies have large wings with 
different colored patterns. Besides using them 
to fly away from threats or things that are 
trying to harm them, butterflies colorful wings 
provide camouflage in their surroundings.

DID YOU KNOW?DECORATE THE BUTTERFLY

WHO MADE THESE TRACKS?
Match the name of the animal to its track.

Deer

Duck

Child

Bear 

Dog

Frog



A signature project of the Junior League of Jackson.
This project is partially funded through a grant by Visit Jackson.

mschildrensmuseum.org • 601.981.5469

/MississippiChildrensMuseum @mschildsmuseum @mschildsmuseum /MississippiChildrensMuseum

MCM SPRING 2020 CALENDAR
Please note that these dates and events are subject to change. Visit mschildrensmuseum.org for an up-to-date schedule. 

Visiting Artist: Go 
Long Productions

Workshops 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Saturday

4 Bunnies &

Butterflies
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Saturday

11

Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles™ Members-Only

Preview Party

5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Friday

22 Splash Pad
Opens!

Open daily through
Labor Day

Saturday

23

Magic Monday

Museum open
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Monday

13 Harry Potter Day

10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Saturday

25 Play. Eat. Learn.
Tricks of the Trade: 

Top 5 Behavior Tips 

from the Experts

5:30 - 7:15 pm

Tuesday

28

Play. Eat. Learn.

On the Move! Motor 
Skills & Milestones
5:30 - 7:15 pm

Tuesday

25

Visiting Artist
Michele Campbell

Workshops 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Saturday

7

Members-Only
Pancake Breakfast
9:00 - 11:00 am

Saturday

15Ignite the Night:
10 Years of Fun!
(ticketed event)

7:00 - 11:00 pm

Saturday

8

Magic Monday

Museum open
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Monday

9

Magic Monday

Museum open
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Monday

17

March Makers 
Spring Break Camp

7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Monday

9

Dr. Seuss’ 
Silly Birthday 
Celebration

10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Saturday

29

Visiting Artist:
Richelle Putnam

Workshops 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Saturday

9

F
E

B
A

P
R

M
A

Y

and 21st

and 11th

and 23rd

NASA Day

10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Saturday

7M
A

R

Check our web
site for specific

Week of Wonder 

SPRING BREAK 
events at MCM

March 9-13!

Nickelodeon’s 

Teenage Mutant 

Ninja Turtles: Secrets 

of the Sewer Exhibit 

OPENS MAY 23!

thru 13th


